Aortic bleeding one week after removal of an intraoperative epicardial temporary pacing wire.
A 56-year-old man had left nephrectomy and resection of a cavoatrial tumor thrombus under a cardiopulmonary bypass assist for left renal cell carcinoma. An intraoperative bipolar temporary epicardial atrial pacing wire was removed on postoperative day 8. The patient collapsed on postoperative day 15. Emergent transthoracic echocardiography and computed tomography scanning with contrast media detected cardiac tamponade. The three-dimensional volume-rendering images from the multislice computed tomography scan demonstrated bleeding from the aortic root. Upon emergency operation, active arterial bleeding from the aortic root distal to the sites of cannulation and cardioplegia was confirmed, and hemostasis with sutures was completed. It is well known that the intraoperative temporary epicardial pacing wire can cause bleeding or arrhythmia, especially when the wire is being removed. However, bleeding usually occurs from the inserted epicardial point of the pacing wire soon after removal of the wire. To our knowledge, this late bleeding complication of the pacing wire is a previously unreported serious iatrogenic complication after cardiac surgery.